Rebout Farms Tour – Wisconsin Beef Council
Lesson Duration: 25-50 Minutes
Grades: 6-9

Vocabulary: 
· 
[image: WI Beef Council - School Nutrition Association of Wisconsin]		
· Sustainability
· Environment
· No Till
· Strip Tilling
· Animal Welfare
· Steer
· Heifer
· Dairy
· Beef

Interest Approach: 5 Minutes
· Essential Question: What is the difference between a dairy and a beef steer?
· Students should take one minute to answer the essential question. Note: Many students may be unfamiliar with the topic – tell them it is OK to guess! 
· After one minute, students should pair with each other to create a definition.
· After one minute, share the correct definition with students: 
· Dairy steers come from dairy breeds like Holstein or Brown Swiss. Beef steers come from beef breeds like Angus and Hereford. Since Wisconsin is the Dairy State, we have many dairy steers! 
Video: Rebout Farms Tour (Run Time: 10 Minutes, 30 Seconds)
· Students should complete the Video Guide. 
Exit Ticket: 10 Minutes
· There are conclusion questions on the backside of the video guide. These can be used as stand-alone questions or as an exit ticket. 
Optional – Further Thinking: 15 Minutes
· Students should complete the “Sustainability on the Farm” worksheet
WI AFNR Standards
AS4.a.3.m: Explain the importance of a balanced ration for animals. 
AS8.a.2.m: Evaluate the effects of animal agriculture on the environment.





Name:                                                                      
Sustainability on  the Farm
Defining Sustainability
1. Use an online or print dictionary to help you define the word “Sustainability”. 
2. Write the definition of sustainability below. Be sure to include what your source was!
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
3. Find someone sitting near you and share your definitions!
4. Working together, write a definition for sustainability in your own words. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Environmentally Friendly Farmers & Ranchers
Farmers and Ranchers are always looking for ways to be environmentally friendly. In the Rebout Farms Video, you learned about some different farming practices that are environmentally friendly. The chart below lists three ways farmers and ranchers can improve the environment. Fill in the other columns of the chart using information you learned from the video and other credible internet sources. 
	Practice
	Why is it environmentally friendly?
	What Resource(s) does it protect or help?

	Strip Tilling – Only the soil that will hold the seed will be tilled
	





	

	No Till – None of the soil is tilled
	





	

	Using crops raised on the farm to feed the animals
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Rebout Farms Video Guide
Directions: Answer the questions below while watching the Rebout Farms Video. 
1. Where is Rebout Farms located?

2. In 2020, Rebout Farms stopped milking cows and focused on raising steers and heifers. How many dairy steers does the farm raise?

3. How does GPS help Rebout farms protect their soil?

4. Why do farmers and ranchers want to give their cattle the best quality feed?


5. What ingredients are in the feed the cattle eat?


6. Why is straw added to the feed?

7. Why does Rebout Farms work with an Animal Nutritionist and a Veterinarian?


8. Why did Rebout Farms become certified in BQA – Beef Quality Assurance?


9. What is Doug Rebout’s favorite part about farming?


Name: 
Exit Ticket: Rebout Farms Tour
Directions: After watching the Rebout Farms video answer the conclusion questions in your own words. 
1. Many farms and ranches are family-run businesses. Why do you think so many farms and ranches stay in the family?
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

2. What is an example of an agricultural business you could run with your family or friends?
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

3. Farmers and ranchers practice animal welfare. Animal welfare is providing animals with the best quality of care. What are three ways farmers and ranchers practice good animal welfare?
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

4. What are three ways you can care for animals at home or could care for a future pet?
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